The Sleaford Symposium on Religion and Philosophy

‘Out of the Whirlwind’
The Problem of Evil & Suffering
“Is God asleep at the wheel?”
Wednesday 5 March at the Chapter House in Lincoln Cathedral

This is the third conference of the Sleaford Symposium of Religion and Philosophy.  The theme for this year’s symposium is examining the issue of the evil and suffering and how it relates to the argument for the existence of God.
We live in a damaged and broken world.  Not a day goes by without news of either another natural disaster that kills thousands or tens of thousands or a brutal act of senseless violence that wreaks people’s lives.  Even within our own experience we encounter situations that make us question why we are suffering and whether it is necessary.  The questioning in turn then moves to if there is a God why does he allow or not stop this suffering.  Does he know?  Is he capable or willing to prevent it?
The title of this year’s conference is a direct quotation from the book of Job in the Tanakh/Bible, a poem written thousands of years ago examining why good people suffer, and a good starting point for our own symposium.  The tag line ‘Is God asleep at the wheel?’ is the title of a recent song by the artist ‘The Divine Comedy’ and a reminder that this issue is just as pertinent today in our own society as it was in Biblical times.  This year’s symposium will attempt to bridge the gap between the ancient and the modern perspectives of this topic and enable A Level students to better appreciate the complexity and depth of different religious responses to the existence of evil and suffering.
Session One

What is the Problem & What Has Atheism Got to Do with It?

Session Two

Hindu & Buddhist Responses to the Problem

Session Three

‘Out of the Whirlwind’: Christian Responses in the Person of Jesus
Speakers

Sharon Dirckx

Sharon Dirckx is an associate member of the Zacharias Trust and a speaker of some years experience looking at issues of religious faith and philosophy and the academic challenges to them.  
Tom Price

Tom Price is a member of the Damaris Trust, which is an educational charity, established to promote discussion and communication between Christianity and contemporary culture.
