GCSE Support and Guidance:
Revision and Examinations

26 September 2017
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GCSE

 REAL Exams — all at the end!
 Non-Examined Assessment

What can WE do to help ensure success?
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THE NEW GCSES
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Grading the New GCSEs in 2017 Ofqual

NEW GCSE GRADING STRUCTURE

B Broadly the same proportion of students
will achieve a grade 4 and above as
currently achieve a grade C and above.

B Broadly the same proportion of
students will achieve a grade 7 and
above as achieve an A and above.

B The bottom of grade 1 will be aligned
with the bottom of grade G.

CURRENT GCSE GRADING STRUCTURE

September 2014 Ofqual/14/5517




Ofqual Guidance

Broadly the same proportion of students will achieve a grade
4 and above as currently achieve a grade C and above —
referred to as a ‘Standard Pass’

Broadly the same proportion of students will achieve a grade
7/ and above as currently achieve an A and above

For each examination, approximately the top 20 per cent of
those who get grade 7 or above will get a grade 9 — the very
highest performers

The bottom of grade 1 will be aligned with the bottom of grade
G

Grade 5 will be positioned in the top third of the marks for a
current Grade C and bottom third of the marks for a current
Grade B - referred to as a ‘Strong Pass’
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Criteria for Success

High aspirations

Setting challenging but achievable targets

Good habits & routines
Work ethic

INDEPENDENT LEARNING
Emphasis on quality

Active revision
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Effort Grades

Effort comments are as follows:

1. Exceptional levels of effort.
2. Good levels of effort.

3. Can work well, but sometimes not to his full

potential.

4. Inconsistent levels of effort - often lacks

enthusiasm and commitment.
5. Makes little or no effort
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STUDENT A
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_ Y10 Autlf Y10 |Y10 Aut| Y10 |[Y10Spr| Y10 vip |Y11End
Subject Attain- Autl |2 Attain-| Aut2 Attain- Spr Exam of Year
ment Effort ment Effort ment Effort Target
English 8 2 8/9 2 8/9 2 8 8/9
Geography 8 1 8 1 6 2 7 8
Resistant Mats 6 2 7 2 8 1 8 8
Mathematics 7 2 7 2 7 2 9 8
French 6 2 6 2 6 1 7 8
German 6 2 6 3 7 2 7 7
Philosophy 7 2 6 2 8 1 8 8
Biology 8 2 8 2 8 1 8 8/9
Chemistry 8 1 8 1 8 1 9 8/9
Physics 8 1 8 1 8 1 8 8/9
Attendance 96.7%
C2 Behaviour Events 0 STUDENT A
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STUDENT B
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subiect [t v |z | 00| s | vio | vio | Ve
ment Effort men t- Effort men t- pr Effort) - Exam Target

English 6 2 6 2 6 2 5 6
Geography 6 2 5 2 4 3 4 6
Resistant Mats 6 2 5 2 4 3 3 6
Mathematics 5 2 5 2 4 3 3 7
French 4 2 4 2 4 2 3 7
Business 7 2 5 2 3 3 3 6
Philosophy 6 2 4 2 3 4 3 6
Biology 8 1 7 2 7 2 5 7
Chemistry 8 1 8 2 7 2 6 7
Physics 6 2 6 2 6 2 5 7

Attendance 85.7%

C2 Behaviour Events 6 STUDENT B
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If your son Is under-achieving:

* |deally, he should know what he needs to do
to Improve

* |s independent learning or class work
Incomplete or to a poor standard?

* |s quality of factual support in answers too
brief?

* |s lack of organisation a factor?
* Time wasting in class?
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Intervention

Subject underachievement is dealt with by the Heads of
Subject (in a range of ways)

BUT if your son is under-achieving in a number of subject
areas, there are a range of options open to us:

Report
Meeting with parents

If your son is underachieving across the board, he may enter
a MENTOR PROGRAMME

The mentor may be the Form Tutor, a Learning Support
Assistant, Head of Year, Pastoral Leader or member of the
Senior Team
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Supporting Together
— Key Dates

Progress Grades reported three times a year —
October, January, April

Progress Grade Reviews
Year 10 exams — w/c April 16 and 23 2018

Year 10 Parents Evening — Wednesday 22
November 2017, 4.30pm

Annual School Report — Friday 9 March 2018
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Common features of the most
successful students...

» Avoiding "That will do!" — An ethic of excellence.

¢ Carre’s Grammar School ¢







www.carres. lincs.sch




Carre’s Grammar School

Year 9
First World War History Project




1ooding

LR GRNSE SETIHS
o of e F1An €8
R

Torrential ¥

Hurricanes

" pans o
s, herwmny the
. :.u v .»:. \ikn Ehosaty with &
R

ot
a0 10 vy putntull, hirwe

St TN ¢

Vst ferp # brsvih proriod o

111 Virr At wr s ehiree Lo N
ot i Vb ¢
et

fromn W the

o Serrp il Fain and

Bosgg thhae aftaramath

hmorina, whieh

W

[T T

ge s srvey Marwss wind e weadae

P T T

3 10 ERte ore b B

Pesnrdiivgs 14 srsemiiimdd Yoy Vi minera it F wrntar lafd
ST

AbET T

Ay wrnn 1T S 44

4 S

o the i

! omaaoes

ol 1w haf e

A Levtviaddes 1o Foapriid wohen Bk aiidd £odl wif ine

illy anid

g whiir e The ok wir rises ¢

Iiftnyopre of ¢

putniibtiiinbis elond

EiRnaen ilekdy sowmt Tar g iy

A tastvinddes b e

iw pisbsire of el

1 hie windd than bile

it tvidd Vi o apiiy ol ehispin

vatni B anywliors i e wortd bt vy sy Terin 11

Tuinag

il fat, iy aeraln. Th st devastating i

v i ioh
g rlmea iy Khe 1B Ehat netudes Norihern

fosp i 108 Tornindde valley

Tawan, (labioriin, Karians aiidd Mol aska

b
ainminiies 1 devastating

' st ivsesed it b il vinss Bisve 0 i
Fhiiy cait sl moving cars off raads, demolish molile b
atich LI o Wil Hiisiiag ’

[ i reaiite oFf hoviisiss, i Halng over

ity grath oof dostouetion 16 fwiily visrios 8

it varvy I Hiwever

ol aprprreimnataly St wids
The Fujita scale measiros thie strsighh of o toriadi, This seale
Fatiges i an P1 (weakest) (o an PGS [srafigest) Winde i u PG
ol o A

CH P g ani aina gl spieed of 300l e

fastwat Liwin v waithl

il il risles Lo supvive a lopmiado 1e gol I, ged dowi and cover

iled Hakas enid foar aiy TV or tadla iepiinrts e well ds »

i You s
lren Ity

i b Wi e intely ta ensire gl any debires dossn't il

Linve uny Lileriial voionig 1 yenr lianse you shiaild

Wl TR i bor il prialie siire Ll vkl ai o ulways tii Hhie
atinid Hiver of yanisk biose. Hevause topiadoos hapipen so fast
v 1o very Wil atit o iblos can di b el it yoii shioild

o laton v them 1 hoy Liave aily ailyice

194 e of Lhe sl exlyeine baiadies alpuck klahiciig. A
i ol G5 L nadoes were fouid e 150 pille sl which
punfiinnistie oar 45 deaths and o farther 8OO0 Bulldings
oed Thiln brniaedis was wn PG anidd was the Hist 'One Billlon

i i




f
P 7 - I
£ —
v -
L 4
- n
EER . 2
~ L SV A 2
. ViR P, )
i § ¥ ¥d ’
> { f
£ = s » . f ~
A &

¢ Carre’s Grammar School =




._\'\

| SIS eI/ T o N —— VW

bo Hvz/ W(L(WZ M"{b
AonF sk . hes

th
ieg: eheptvalliy- ézdf 2

/_@—g’—g—‘ fo mix If s .
Q2"  hosr@ Ao erd-

8(7;4.,
\Gopett:  goun — Wik 4
| fe Sow L Aaop

Vot

<L

‘ 24 -\ B
P> anr niS ead oS\

&!l@ ﬁuﬁl’(" | |
BoleF ronfadh 16 whed  F

,kaef in  ieter-  Vegpoud”

Hha C,(/ﬁJ-Z(J /'sa_{ Fo XA
a M, -Sp ‘H‘uz, C/M_

/'"5//7 /(, . ‘//‘;
(+ j\F/an,L 6’% o fhe
fhe. /‘//C i StewrA<
Wher 17 <W ¢
A/Z L 5o A glc("y/




Common features of the most
successful students...

» Avoiding "That will do!" — An ethic of excellence.
» Good attendance

 Homework

* Progress grades — areas to improve upon?

* Plan time carefully

* Things to look forward to

* Reviewing information and ideas — start early
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GCSE assessment approach....

 Exams at the end of Year 11.
» Controlled assessments have gone!
» Consistently high standards needed.

» Strategies that allow students to
remember and apply a large body of
material effectively...
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Did you know that.....?

* 70% of what you learn today you will have be

forgotten tomorrow.
* Why Is this the case?
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Why do we forget?

* Poor understanding.
* Poor attention.

* Physical state — tiredness, anxiety, emotions,
mood and stress.

* Interference — new information being confused
with existing information.

* Poor learning strategy — not having cues or
memory triggers to unlock and retrieve the facts.

* Improper organisation — trying to cram too much
information into your memory without sorting it
into categories.
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We will look at....

Why you should revise.
Where you should revise.
When you should revise.

The TOP TIPS on ..... how you should revise.
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We are trying to avoid this....

¢ Carre’s Grammar School ¢




3. Find x.

3cm
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http://4.bp.blogspot.com/_cHAcMW--GEE/SY2wI6fRa0I/AAAAAAAABDY/6tTaA65vPlQ/s1600-h/funny_exam_answers02.jpg

How do you identify athlete’s foot?

lt's on Ya end of
adhlete s '\Qb.
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Where was the American Declaration of Independence
signed?

At He bton
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Explain the phrase ‘free press’.

When your mum wons

trousers For You .
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Name six animals which live specifically in the Arctic.

Two polar beard

M%oor‘ Geald
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Name a pair of vertical angles:
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Using supply and demand, explain the increase in the
price of petrol.

P&‘TRO‘/ S1amnioN OwwvERS

M&_—mm Drivess
Sogpey, “THEA WIS s

pMON ET
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Name one measure which can be put into place to

avold river flooding in times of extensive rainfall (e.g.
in Mississippi).

Flﬂr.‘:l:iinj i dreas Such a5 e Miaﬁiiﬁipﬁl
M4y be avoided by placing a nomber
of big dameS iirto e river
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Why should you revise and
review?
* Your brain forgets details of work that was

done months ago, but....

* You need these detalls to tackle the
requirements of the exam, so....

* You need to ‘top up’, using the correct revision
technigue and strategies.
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Where to revise?

* A quiet room away from distractions.....
« Warm and well lit.

* Close to organised revision notes, books and
folders — everything together.

* Near a clock for timing.
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When should you revise and
review?

» Early evening whilst your brain is not too tired.

* During study leave/ weekends — when do you
work best?

* Divide the day Into three parts and use two of
these per day (timetabling)
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How should you revise and

* Try to increase learning efficiency.....

IS It done?

review?

but how

- rre’s Grammar School o=



1) Be positive

“WHETHER YOU THINK THAT YOU CAN,OR - &
- THAT*Y(]IJ CAN T, YOU ARE USUALLY RIGHT%‘
4

- “““"E | ‘ *
\ B | HENRY FORD gy
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2) Structure your time

* Topic lists for each subject area — break it
down into smaller parts.

* Revision plans— breaking the time down into
blocks.
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Creating a ‘Perfect Plan’

Plan early
ldentify strengths and weaknesses
Subjects In a strategic order
Different amounts of time
Scale it up

Flexibility




L 2

Revision Timetable
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L 4
S e [
v 2 =
m R https://getrevising.co.uk/planner O~ @& || R Revision Timetable Maker / ... X || (o} 9
. File Edit View Favorites Tools Help
i X @ Convert v [ Select
[
Home Create GCSE AlLevel & IB University Study planner & Search our revision resources. .
Make revision manageable. Build a plan around your life. Get confident for your exams.
I Organlse your revision time s < 20th - 26th April >
)2 Balancing studying with the fun stuff in life can be
A difficult. Revising can get in the way of everything from
ﬁ' meeting friends to relaxing after school. 0950-1098 - - n “
i As O
F{/" Building a revision plan helps you manage your time DS,
more effectively. It gives you a clear idea of what -
{ ’ subjects and topics you'll be revising each day and "“""““ o
— helps you organise your studies around your life. 11091200 ase ”
U The Get Revising Study Planner: Ui G A,
=1 + Builds revision sessions around your life - m Lo
1 + Automatically adds revision sessions for you o S )
« Prioritises subjects you find difficult —— -
W Get started. It’s free »
=
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10001900
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Algebra ¥

Differential E:'

9 Review \ Metriic @

1Sunday ) Monday

@ Energy N t Complex [’

M Model r ; |

_ Satur day Calculus @

M |nfinite o Graphs |
9 Applied-Maths _ ' Mutivariate (¥

) Timetable ———l Tuesday

F Systems Geometry @

B Topology  / ' Relativity 9
P Quantum Waves @
[;j Statistics \ Wed g Integration P

ednesday )
M Topology IThurSday Probability
N e ) Fluids
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Spaced Practice

NO cramming!

Review information from each lesson.
2-3 days between a particular topic.
What if | forget? Don't worry!

Review after.....

24 hours

A week

A month

Six months

Just before your exam/ assessment
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3) Interleaving - SWITCH

» Switch between ideas during a study session.
* Go back over the ideas In different orders.

* This will be tougher than studying the same
topic.
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4) Retrieval Practice

Put away your notes — write or sketch

everything you know on a particular topic —

EMPTY your brain.
How accurate Is It?

Recall main ideas plus relationships and links.

_ook for new examples.
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5) Revise actively and reframe ideas

* Presenting your ideas In a different way.
* |[t's all about active learning.

* |t should help your understanding and
your memory.
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Remembering

Learning Pyramid

5%
10%
20%
30%
50%
75%
90%

e

Reading

Audiovisual

Teach others

People retain only 20% of what they see and 30% of what
they hear. But they remember 50% of what they see and
hear, and as much as 80% of what they see, hear and do
simultaneously ( Computer Technology Research, 1993).
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CONNECT

* Question yourself and discuss them.

 Make connections with your own experiences
or memories.

* Look for examples in daily life.
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e See one
* DO one
 Teach one
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T 6) Strategies to improve revision
effectiveness

* Each time you come back to a topic,
condense It into half the space you
used before, by choosing key words
and ideas.

* Dual coding — WORDS and VISUALS

¢ Carre’s Grammar School ¢



| Strategies to improve effectiveness

Linear notes into mind
maps

Mind maps into linear
notes

Diagrams into words
Words into diagrams

Notes into a spoken
explanation

2 pages of notes into 1
page
Videos on YouTube

1 page into a postcard
Notes into posters
Mnemonics

Acronyms e.g. LASER

Topics into PowerPoint
presentations

Record notes to create
a Podcast

Post-it notes
Teach it........
Word association......
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/) Use of online resources
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GetRevising

@Fﬁ https:/fgetrevising.couk/resourcesfg=flevel id%5E%5 O ~ @& & || R34 Geography resaurces % | | ﬂb * {Ié}
File Edit ‘“iew Favorites Tools  Help
Create GCSE Alevel & 1B University Study planner Past papers For teachers
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4,343 Geography resources
Fliter Search within results Q
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GCSE
Standard Grade
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Document
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Presentation

ke ok

= Teacher recommended

a4 Changing Rural Environments Part 2
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8) Social restraint

Agree with friends when it is and isn’t alright to ring
each other; or......

Turn your phone off!

Turn your computer off (social networking) - Go Off
Line!

Give your XBOX/ PS4 to your parents!

If you're going out with friends, agree a time that will
not disrupt your revision/ homework.

Jobs — cut down hours/have an extended break/resign?

Reward yourself when you successfully complete a
task.
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9) Try to stay healthy

Eat healthily.

Avoid caffeine — it causes anxiety and tension.

Drink plenty of water.
Try to exercise.

No major lifestyle changes — don't start or end a

relationship!
Try to stay calm.
Don’t forget what you enjoy!

¢ Carre’s Grammar School ¢



10) Play the ‘Exam Game’

 Understand what the examiners are

looking for.

» Learn how to give the examiners what

they are looking for.
* To do this it is necessary to....
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Exam Skills

« Understand how the exam papers are structured:
a) How long Is the exam?

b) How many questions do you have to answer?
c) What format are the exam questions?

d) How are the marks divided?

e) How are the exams marked?

|t is also necessary to......
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Exam Skills

Practice in conditions as near to the real event as
possible.

* Practice old exam questions i.e. Command words
such as describe, explain, compare

 Work under time pressure.

 Check answers afterwards for accuracy (mark
schemes)

« Learn to work quickly in planning, writing and
checking answers.

« Set up mock exam conditions.
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Remember.....
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For further simple but effective and
up to date information........

* The Learning Scientists
o WWW.learningscientists.org

“3 ps: le.co.uk/searc]

ientist £ ~ @ &[G learming seientits - Google... X

NEA - The Learning Scientists ‘

=]

o %,

File Edit View Favorites Tools  Help

Go @ J LE leaming scientists

Al Videos  News Shopping

About 20

The Learning Scientists
WWW. \earmngstlemwsts orgl v

Q

More Settings  Tools

We are cognitive psychological scientists interested in research on education. Our main research
focus is on the science of learning. (Hence, "The Learning ...

Blog
Those of you who read our blog
frequently are not strangers to

Downloadable Materials
Posters - Spaced Practice - Retrieval
Practice - Dual Coding

Videos
Six Strategies for Effective Leaming
Videos for Teachers.

More results from leamingscientists.org »

learning scientists on Twitter
hitps:twitter.com/search/leaming-+scientists

About Us
About Us. We are cognitive
psychological scientists -

Retrigval Practice
YouTube Video | Blog Post. All blog
posts tagged with

Posters
Click to Download All Posters in
Color ... Click to download ...

Zirtual Stuart Academy Robbyn Wahby
(@Zirtualy (@StuartAcademyKY) (@rgwahby)

Leam the science of demand Deeper Leamning in Ms, What will it take for ppl to
from inventor and search Kristofik's science classill! recognize that a comty of
expert, Gerry Campbell pic.twitter.com/h5kKxBM... scientists are leaming

hubs.ly/HD8F_c70
pic. twitter.com/gUabOTT

ebjective truths about natural
world
amp.cnn.com/cnn/2017/09..
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Come here often? Make Google your
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