
History GCSE 
Revision



The Exams

• Paper 1: Crime and Punishment 
Norman Conquest 1065-1087

• Paper 2: History Around Us
• Paper 3: The Making of America 1789-1900

Living under Nazi rule 1933-1945



Second Order Concepts

• Causation/consequence
• Change/Continuity
• Similarity/Difference
• Diversity



History Around Us (Paper 2)

• One hour
• Two essays on Roman Lincoln
• Students will always be asked to use physical 

feature of site as well as their own knowledge



Example questions
• Choose a turning point in your site’s history. Explain 

how and why this changed the importance of the site, 
either locally or nationally. Use physical features of the 
site as well as your knowledge to support your answer.  

• Imagine that an artist has been hired to do a painting 
showing the diversity of everyday life at your site, at a 
particular time in its past. What would you tell the 
artist to help make the painting historically accurate? 
Use physical features of the site as well as your 
knowledge to support your answer.  



What can you do to help?

• Visit Roman Lincoln
• Ask your son to point out the physical features
• Ask what would have been happening when it 

was a fort? A colonia? A provincial capital?
• Who would be there?
• How do they know that?





Revision strategies

• Need to have a large quantity of knowledge at 
their finger tips 

• Break down the course into units and then 
sections





• Mind maps/everything I can remember 
about/revision cards/notes.

• Self tests (you can test them too)







Revision strategies

• After a revision session teach you 5 key issues 
he has just studied – ask as many questions as 
you can to make him explain the ideas fully.

• Practice answering exam style questions. 



Exam questions

Question stems for Crime and Punishment and America are the 
same
• Write a clear and organised summary analysing… (9)
• Why did…? (10)
• ‘Technology was the most important factor influencing the 

enforcement of law and order in the period 1750-1900’ How 
far do you agree? (18)

Question stems for Normans and Nazi Germany essays the same.
• Marc Morris argues castles were built to ‘subdue the English 

population’. How far do you agree with his interpretation? (20)



• Past papers/Revision Guide
• List of questions for each topic (on school drive 

History/Year 11/ Year 11 revision)



Sources 

• Use the revision book/examples from class and for each source 
– what is it saying? 

- What is happening at the time it was written?
- How useful is it? Can you sell it to an historian? 



Interpretations

• Interpretations 
- What is it saying? 
- What has influenced the historian/author/artist?



• Come to revision sessions (Tuesday or 
Thursday lunch)

• Write practice questions and hand them in to 
be marked.



Good Luck
http://www.learningscientists.org/

sally.wilson@carres.uk


